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are correct. Is still awaiting assurancess 
from the Greek authorities that they assume full 
responsibility for fimncial and other arrangements 
in kthiopia proper. 
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FROM MINISTER OF STATE'S OFFICE, CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
No. 4 De 9017 poem ist January 19456 
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Fellewing is repetition ef Addis Ababa telegram No. 1? 
DAVIN Ee 


My telegram No. 554. 


Greek Consul-General inferms me that he cannet preceed 
with repairs and give the date fer reception of refugees 3 
Addis Ababa until he receives financial instructions from 
Caire er Lendon. 


2. Total cost of repairs will be £2,000 appreximately. Local 
Greek community can meet about £800 of this. Can remainder 
be telegraphed te Barclays Bank, Addis Ababa. 


3. Rent has not yet been fixed while ne estimated cost ef 
maintenance of refugees can be made. It is obvious however 
that Greek Censul General must be put in funds to meet 
these charges. 

4. I should be grateful for early reply by telegraph. 


[Cepies sent te Mr. Armstrong]. 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 
W 495/25/48 
[ CYPHER] DEPARTMENTAL No.l. 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MINISTER OF STATE CAIRO 


No. 460. D. 5.15 pm February 14th, 1943. 
February 13th, 1943. 


Repeated to Addis Ababa No. 100. 
bbbb 
Your telegram No. 4 [of the lst January: installation 
of Greek refugees in Ethiopia]. 
Greek Government inform me that M. Pselos has received 
instructions to look into the matter and to make what 


arrangements appear suitable. 
[Copies sent to Mr. Armstrong] 
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1 (signed Minister of State). 
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India Office, 
Whitehall, 
London, 
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i s ' nf A im, A 7 ; 
Dear McKereth, | P4 MAR (944 | 










In continuation of our 
telephone conversation today, I 
/ enclose a copy of the Government 
/ of India's express letter of the 
/ 9th March, with enclosure, 
regarding the recruitment of 
Jewish refugees for Ethiopia by 
Brigadier Sandford. As you will 
observe, the Government of India 
agree to such recruitment, subject 
to the concurrence of H.M.G. and 
to security considerations; and 
they suggest that an interviewing 
agency should be established to 
select those who may be suitable 
» for Brigadier Sandford"s purposes. 
















Will you kindly let me know 
what action you take in order that 
we may inform the Government of 
India? 

Yours sinqerely, at 


G. McKereth, LEsa.;, ; en 
Foreign Office, — 
S.W.1. 


—— 
_. 





Pol .5496/43. 


‘ 


BY FAST AIR NAIL. 
€ CONFIDENTIAL. 


No.10/3/43-Poll. (EW). 
Government of India, 
Home Department. 


HXPRESS LETTER. 
The Secretary of State for India, London. 


No.10/3/43-Poll.(EW): New Delhi, the 9th March, 1943. 


With reference to a letter dated ist September, 1942 and 
addressed to them by the Jewish Refugees Committee, London, 
of which a copy is enclosed, the vewish Relief Association, 
Bombay, have asked the Government of India whether they will 
be prepared to offer to Brigadier Sandford at Addis Ababa the 
Jewish refugees now in Internment Camps or Parole Centres if 
willing to emigrate to Ethiopia. 


Le There are generally speaking two classes of possible 
recruitment for the scheme described-in the Jewish Refugees 


rt 


Committee's letter -- 
(1) European Jewish refugees of enemy origin -- 
(a) at liberty in India 


icted on account of a 


(bh) still restr 
t suspicion; 


degree o 


(2) Balkan, Maltese, Polish and other evacuees, 
Jew and non-dew. 


O- The Government of India would raise no objection to the 
emigration of any evacuee or of any Jewish refugee who is at 
liberty in India. In the case of refugees who are still 
restricted, they would prefer to consider each case on its 
merits from the security point of view. 


4. In the experience of the Government of India, German 
refugees of enemy origin are apt to claim qualifications 
higher than those which they really possess. The Government 
of India therefore feel that if further action is to be 


taken, / 





taken, it would be desirable for Brigadier Sandford to 
constitute a recruiting agency in India before any 

refugee or evacuee is sent to Ethiopia. If His Majesty's 
Government approve of the rbcapaotg the Government of India 
will institute enquiries from among refugees and evacuees 
to ascertain how many would wish to be permitted to leave 
India for this purpose and, should the result of this 
enquiry justify it, they will then suggest that an 
interviewing authority be appointed. ‘thereafter, sub ject 
to security considerations in individual cases, those 
refugees or evacuees selected for the purpose would be 
permitted to proceed to Ethiopia, provided of course that 
entry- -permits were issued by the Etheopian authorities. 


The issue of the above has been authorised. 


(Sd.) H.F. Frampton. 


Joint Secretary to the Government of India. 





JEWISH REFUGEES COMMITTEE. 


Bloomsbury House, 
Bloomsbury Street, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 
Ref; No.OMS 
ist September 1942. 


The Secretary, 
Jewish Relief Association, 
BOMBAY. 


Dear Sir, 


Mires Clare Martin a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Central Office for Refugees in Bloomsbury House has 
recently been to Ethiopia (as Abyssinia is now called) 
where, he has reported to us, there is urgent need for 
skilled workers, administrators etc. to replace Italians 
in industry and other essential services. 


Be Ethiopia urgently requires mechanics and executives 
for the maintenance and repair of roads, railways, motor 
transport and agricultural machinery. There is need for 
men in flour, textile and cotton mills, cement works, 
tanning and brewing; electricians and irrigationists are 
also required and there are opportunities for firm workers. 
Mioreover, the medical and dental services are also in 
need of qualified men. 


De fhe British Minister in Ethiopia is interested in the 
possibility of employing refugees in the channels indicated 
while the Adviser to the Minister of interior of the 
Ethiopian Government is taking active steps to recruit men 
wherever possible. A Recruiting Office is being opened in 
Cairo for all kinds of employment and we have been asked 
whether it is possible to find suitable persons, 

regardless of nationality. In England there are very 
large numbers of refugees from Nazi and Fascist oppression 
but the British and Allied Governments are anxious that 

as many as possible should be enrolled either in Military 
Service or in work of national importance. While the war 
lasts, therefore, there is little hope of any of the ; 
refugees in this country being able to take advantage of 


the/ 





* “pen a 3 amen | nee, pie qn, de —a.= 5 os be on {> 29 ee - ae : Et 4 e : 
the wonderful. opportunities offering in Ethiopia. 


4 We are writing to you in case there are person 


= ® 


knownto you who might be available. 
> 


n 


If this should be the case would you communicate 
YY 


De 
yith:-=- 


Brigadier D.A. Sandford, 

Adviser to the Minister of Interior, 

Ethopian Government, 

Addis Ababa. 
6. We have in mind the poss 
Austrian and other refugees escape 
from China or the Straits Settlements and have reached your 
part of the world or possibly persons ofother nationlities 
from elsewhere. 


af? 


Yours faithfully, 


{ \ Tit 7 
\ {1 * ] OTTO sti @ 
Chairman. 
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We 4716/25/48. 
[CYPHER ]. DEPARTMENTAL No. 2, 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ADDIS ABABA. 


Noe 196. De 4640 am. April 9th, 1943. 
April 8th, 1943. 


JIVVY 


Government of India have been gg em pe by Jewish Relief 

Association, Bombay who wish to know if Jewish refugees now in 
internment camps or parole centres in India and willing to 

se She} to Ethiopia may be offered as recruits to Brigadier 
andford. 


ee ithe Government of India would raise no objection to 
the emigration of any Jewish refugee who is at liberty in 
india. Where refugees are still restricted on account of a 
degree of suspicion, the Government of India would prefer to 
consider each cas@é on its merits from the security point of 
ViGWe 


5 Apart from European Jewish refugees of enemy origin, 
there are in India Balkan, Maltese, Polish and other evacuees 
Jéw and non-Jéew, who would constitute material for recruitment. 


4 If Brigadier Sandford would be prepared to recruit such 
persons from India, it would be necessary for him to set up a 
recruiting agency in India in order to examine the qualifications 
of applicants. | 


_. Oe Before concurring in a te y being taken in connexion 
with the apes. of the Jewish Relief Association, I should be 
grateful for your views on the desirability or otherwise of 

cruiting these refugees, both Jew and non-Jew, in India for 
work in Ethiopiae The Association suggest that there is an 
urgent need for skilled workers and administrators to replace 
Italians in industry and other essential services. 


O.T.P. 
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(W 5338/25/28) 
| CYPHER | DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2 


No. 204 D, 3.75 Dem t4th April, 1945 
14th April, 192.3 


ddddddd 


My telegram No, 160 [of 18th March: settlement of 
refugees in Ethiopia]. 


It should be explained that decision of Government of 
Palestine is not concerned with my original proposal put 
forward to you, which related to the disposal of illegal 
Jewish immigrants who become stranded in Turkey. Neverthe- 
less for the moment other arrangements have been made for 
the disposal of these refugees. 
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W 5388/25/28, 
[CODE "R" J, PILES, 


FROM FOREIGN OFFIC TO ADDIS ABABA, 


No, 205 BD; 5.50 pam. IAG Aprii, 19245. 
April Tith, 1923, 
rrrrrrr 
Your despatch No. 13 [of 22nd January: employment 
of refugees in Ethiopia, | 


How does matter stand? 





TATT Da 
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en ae bm emer nas pe ree 
ADDIS ABABA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


~~ ae 


o. © De, 1/tb April 1946 


pi 
Re 6, US Dim. 17th. April ,1948 
DPP 
Your telegram No. 205, W b3¥® 


pee my despatch No. 46 
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Nena 6110/25/48 Jewish technicians and artisans for Ethiopia: 

Number 7 ETRE: UMC Gaerne MAW OS eS Gat: RY. Oe eC " 
Recruitment of Jewish refugees in India. 

TELEGRAM FROM Refers Foreign Office telegram 196 (W 4716/25/48) 

Wir. Howe (Addis Ababa The Emperor would welcome a limited number of Jewish 
technicians and artisans, but no administrators. 
Adds that there is little prospect of the 


Ethiopian Government setting up a recruiting office 
li8th Apl. 1943 |in India. 


Received 2Qth Apl. 1943 
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M ADDIS ABABA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Howé. De 6-18 aem April 19th, 1945. 
N@e Ddle 
April 18th, 1945, Re 9.35 elle April 19th, 1945. 


$ 
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Your telegram No. 196. W “''% | 


_ The Emperor has stated he would welcome a limited number of 
Jewish technicians and artisans. Administrators are not required. 


9. There is little preserves of pint fay Government in the 
ng 


present circumstances set up a recruit office in Indiae A 
similar attempt in Cairo failed. The really prohibitive factor is 
cost of bringing people to Ethiopia and_the fact that once here they 
might be more expensive to employ than Italians who are already 
here, If some way could be found to relieve Ethiopian Government of 
difficulties and help recruitment and transport it might be 

Te fo grees to persuade them to aecept some of these refugees from Indis 
iad nol aaa even set up a Bombay agency connected also with cotton 
ZOOGES e 

3. §e¢ also my despatches 45 and 49.- Ait wet azrcervect 


O.T Pe 
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RegistryW)\ 6427/25/48 Has discussed question of settlement of Jewish refugees 
Number bd with Dr. J. Faptlovitch, leading expert of Falastas 
PROM of Ethiopia, and has mentioned the matter to the 

err _ or Emperor, who has not yet committed himself to a 

definite undertaking to accept refugee Jews into 
No. 49 (156/13/43) Ethiopia. Gives reasons against settlement of 
artisans and agriculturalists, but adds that 

Dated 25th Mar. 1943 |possibley 1900 non-self supporting Jews coule be 
Received @ Ath Apr. 1943 |accepted if necessary. 
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Wj] 255 ls 
With reference to your telegram No.160 of 
18th March, 1 have the honour to report that 1 have 
discussed with Dr. J. Faitlovitch, a leading expert 
on the Falashas of Ethiopia, the question of the 
possibility of the reception of Jewish refugees from 
Europe in this country. | 


Se From his’ conversations with the Emperor, 
Dre Faitlovitch has gained the impression that, as a 
temporary measure, the Ethiopian Government would agree 
to accommodate a limited number of Jewish refugees at 
the expense of His Majesty's Government or of the 
American Government. They would be only temporary 
visitors to Ethiopia, and would be expected to leave as 
soon as practicable after the end of the War. In fact 
they would be in a similar position to the one thousand 
jreeks from the Middle East, who are expected to arrive 
here shortly. At the same time, as a permanent measure, 
the Ethiopian Government would accept the immigration 
of a limited number of Jewish business men, technicians, 
and artisans, if they would be self-supporting. Dr. 
Faitlovitch emphasised that these were the views of 
His Imperial Majesty only, and that educated and 
nationalist Ethiopian opinion would be opposed to such 
an incursion. 


3 I have also mentioned this question myself 
to the Emperor. His Majesty adopted a sympathetic 
attitude, and enquired how many persons it was proposed 
to send, but he has not, as yet, committed himself to 
a definite undertaking in principle to accept the entry 
of refugee Jews into Ethiopia as part of an organised 
scheme. 


4. Dr. Faitlovitch maintains that it would be a 
relatively simple matter to settle Jewish artisans and 
traders among the Falashas in the Gondar region. As I 
indicated in my telegram No.549 of cénd May, 1942, I 
find it difficult to share this view. Apart from the 
initial negotiations necessary to secure Ethiopian 
approval, it would possibly be insisted that the immigrants 
should adopt Ethiopian nationality. further, Kuropean 
Jews would find in Ethiopian villages, few, if any, of 
the amenities of civilisation to which they are accustomed, 
and it is more than possible that many of them would not 
wish to remain, when they became acquainted with the 

/conditiona..... 


The Right Honourable _ 
Anthony BHaen 3 Mi ° C ® 4 Wi oe ey 
etc., OCCe, etc. 





conditions under which they would have to live and work. 
in short, 1 do not think, that the expenditure of time 
and money necessary for the organisation, transport, and 
installation of any large body of Jews among the Falashas 
would be worth while. 


Oe The settlement of Jewish agriculturalists would 
meet with insuperable opposition from Ethiopians, if it 
involved the ownership of land. On the other hand, as I 
stated in my despatch No.45 of cOth March, there are 
undoubtedly openings for Jewish artisans, technicians, and 
professional men in the towns of Ethiopia, particularly 
Addis Ababa. Such persons must, however, be the object of 
careful individual selection, and should be assured of 
employment before travelling to Ethiopia. Any large-scale 
movement of these technicians to Ethiopia is not, under 
present conditions, feasible. 


Ge Should it become necessary to accommodate non-self- 
supporting Jewish refugees in Ethiopia, the numbers which 
could be accepted would be limited by the wishes of the 
Kthiopian Government and the availability of accommodation. 
lt am unable to hazard a guess as to the total numbers 
which it would be possible, in an emergency, to accept, 
but provided ample time were given for the making of arrange- 
ments and an adequate and efficient organising’ staff were 
available on the spot, 1 see no reason why it should not be 
possible to provide for the same number as the total of 
Greeks expected, namely one thousand. +n view, however, 
of the terms of your telegram under reference, 1 shall 
make no further approach to the Lmperor until you instruct 


me to do SsO-« 
I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 


\ 


x, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant. 
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Ae Employment of technicians in Ethiopia. 
LELTSI7 
a W 7074/25/48 Refers Addis Ababa ere ycs No.i3 of 28th 
Se ee Re January (W 2923/2548). The Ethiopian Government does 
not now intend to proceed with enquiry ito 
tia in Ethiopia of technicians. When retained 
= alians are eliminated, Jewish refugees of enemy 
: z ; ‘1 
No. 45 (156/11/43) Nationality might fill essential posts. Considers 
: | it would be advisable to limit numbers of German and 
Dated 20th March,19h3. | Austrian Jews admitted, to avoid possible centres of 


Recewed | German influence. 
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Golonial Office, 
Downing Strect. 


INDEXED 1 ie 
§— dune, 1943- 


Sir + 


I have the honour to inform you that a 
suggestion has been received from the Central Council 
for Jewish Refugees that ei ap Loyn int might be found in 
Ethiopia for some of the dew ish detainees in Mauritius. 

This suggestion has been referred to His Majesty's 
Minister at Addis Ababa and I enclose a copy of the 
corr: Spondence.e 


Le {I shall be obliged if, provided you see no 
objection, you wiil arrange for lists of suitable 
refugees to be prepared and forwa rded for transmission 
to His Majesty *s Minister at Addis Ababa, in 
accordance with paragraph 5 of his despatch No. 45 of 

he 20th of March to the Foreign Office. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sit, 
Your most obedient, 
hunble servant, 


Olona! OR Ge “ereres so 100813 


es * 
leh sia limmenee oe | | 
#¥itn THe ComMDImMeEntS of (He US. Of S. 


Golonial Offic: 


A / 
be i & $b (hed 


: noe se 
Moterence #0. Wag4y/At/ee of I~ 5-43 


GOV ik 5; RO 
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POR JECISH REFUGERS. 


woburn House, 
Upper Woourn 
London, 


Sth Noveriber, 
Re Ae i ta 7 Boy Cy 


tn’ confirma tion of the conv hutving stion on the teleph hone this 
morning, I shall be glac 4f you will kindly give ™® the  penefit 


£3 


of your advice regare ding the foll OwLng « 


‘eae have been given to understand that there are openings 

in ethiopia for mechanics and Uxecutives for mainven: nae ax 
repair of roads, PrailwayS, motor transport and a sricultural 

mechinery, and tha 1G 1 here 4s necd for men in flour, textile and 
‘eotten mille, cement works, tanning and prewing$ electricians 
aye irrigationis tg are also required, and there are opportunities 
for farm igo de tn addition, the edical and Dental 
services Area eo in need of qualified met. 


we further understand that the British Minister in 
OCs ie interested in the possibility or employing rerugees 
4n the channels indicated, while the Advisor to the Winistver 
of the Interior of the ethiopia: aevernment is taking active 
steps to reoruit men nerevet sossible. 


Tt is sugge ested that there mad gat be n the group 
of ee | eye poe ‘aD refugees who 4nterned 
in tine Salen of Mouritius a munber ¢ of persons sno could be 
used in err above positions, and I am writing to endu Liz ag 
whether the Colonial Office wild be prepared to Pecorric od that 
exch of the refugees et present in Wauritius as are 6 “table 
for employment in ! gthiopia could be released for work in that 


COUNUIY « 

Our Committee in Jona mesburg has cabled us slo ys i this 
matter, od in view of the fact that transpart facili 
eeem to be much easier from Mouritius to ethiopia than 
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te 78/6291/48) FOREIGN OFFICE, 
; 158, SeWeLe 





14th December ,1942. 
sir, < 


I transmit to you herewith 4 
copy of correspondence with the Colonial 
Office in which that Department put 
forward an enouiry received from the 
Central Council for Jewish Refugees 
whether arrangements could be made to 
provide employment in Ethiopia for certain 
German and Austrian “illegal” Jewish 
refugees. 


2. I shall‘ be grateful to receive, in 
due course, your views as to whether 
this could be done and whether, in 

your opinion, to establish German 

and Austrian Jews in Ethiopia might 

tend to create centres of German 
influence if and when racial persecution 
in Germany ceases and conditions 
approximate more to the normal. 


I an, etc., 
(Signed) A.W.G. Randall. 
WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 
OF THE 
UNDER SECRETARY OF STATS 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
18 Jan. 1945. 


R.G. Howe, £sq.,C MGs 
etc.,; ete, ete; 
Addis Ababa. 


j ™ 
BRITISH LEGATIOonN, 74 
: De With the Compliments 20th March, 1943. 
(156/11/43) of the : 
Under Secretary of State Ref, F,.0,.commnication 
" : for Foreign Affairs,  wW2923/23/48 of 
17 May 1943. March laste 


Sir, 


tT have the honour to report that it does not now 
appear to be the intention of the Ethiopian Government to 
proceed with the enquiry into the employment in Ethiopia of 
technicians of all qualifications and nationalities, 
envisaged in my despatch No, 13 of 22nd Jamiary. 


2. As regards the questions raised in your despatch 
No. 158 (W 16078/6291/48) of 14th December last, regarding 
the possibility of the employment in Ethipia of certain 
German and Austrian refugees at present in Mauritius, there 
are’ certainly openings in Ethiopia for technicians and 
professional men, In your telegram No. 450 of Srd September 
1942, however, you stated that no enemy subjects should be 
permitted to enter Ethiopia, unless their services are 
considered to be essential, and unless all possible steps 
have been taken to find persons of allied or neutral 
nationality to fill the essential positions. The Ethiopian 
Government have been furnished by me with Lists of Polish 
and other technicians available in the Middle Bast, but 
have shown Little or no desire to emply them, and, so long 
as Ttalians on the retention list remain in this country, 
it is unlikely that they will make a serious effort to 
import other technicians, On the other hand. if and when 
it is decided to press for the elimination of retained 
Italians, essential posts will have to be filled and 
Jewish refugees of enemy nationality would appear to be 


The Right Honourable guitable 


Antho den he Ge glia Pe 
— neti. a. o> rig etCe 


Copies sent Mr.Gilchrist (10): W.0. (M.0.1). 











e® 


suitable for this purpose. From the political point of 
view, I see no objection to this, provided candidates 
are approved by British security authorities, a 


3. Apart from the necessity of filling posts essential 
to keep the economic machine running in Ethiopia, the 
other criterion which should be applied in considering 
the advisability of bringaasc these enemy subjects to 
Ethiopia, is the extent of their potential contribution 
to the war effort. A number of Italian built factories 
are now in produtiion again, and. others are expeéted,to 
open shortly. The industries concerned are those 
mentioned in paregraph two of the letter from the Central 
Council for Jewish Refugees enclosed in your despatch under 
reference, and, when the qualifications and records of any 
Jewish refugees at present in Mauritius who might be > 
suitable are communicated to me, I shall bring them to 
the attention of the managers of the firms concerned. 


4, If, after the war, German and Austrian Jews 
recover their full rights of citizenship, I have no doubt 
that any established in Ethiopia would tend to form centres 
of German influence. For this reason I think it would be 
advisable to limit the numbers of those admitted, if, 
however, the criteria of essentiality and potential 
contribution to the war effort are strictly adhered to, 
mambers will be automatically small. it is unlikely that 
the Ethiopian Government as at present advised will wish to 
replace’ Italian retainees in any numbers, 


L have ete, 


(Sed. ) Re Ge Howe. 
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BRITISH LEGATION, 
ADDIS ABABA. 


MAY 943240 April, 1943. 


oes = OP 
—— 


My despatch No.49 of 25th March 
ettlement of Jews in Ethiopia. 


lL enclose a covy of a letter from 


Faitlovitch outlining the results of his 
visit to the Gondar area. You see that 
considers that some hundreds of professional 
men and artisans could be successfully settled in 
the larger centres and states that some chiefs 


would welcome such immigrants. + have already 


informed you that I think the Doctor to be somee 
what optimistic, but he now intends to go to 


Palestine and return with definite proposals, and 
we must wait until then to learn the Ethiopians! 


reactions. 


ou s-eY 


G. Mackereth EHsq., C.M.G., M.C., 
Foreign Office 


~ 3 
London, 5-W.l. 





COT y% 
JACQUES FAITLOVITCH. 
i e mp . 


Asmara, Erythrea. 
April 12th, 19436. 


His Excellency R.“. Howe, 
His British Majesty's Minister, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 


Excellency, 


In accordance with Col. Cheeaman's suggestion 
T have the pleasure, now that I am back here from my 
exeursions in the eentre of the Falasha localities, to 
supplement the point of view given you previously with the 
following statement, information gathered during my voyage 
in the interior of Abyssinia. 


The question of settling refugees in some 
centre places of the provinces in the interior of the 
country is taken in serious consideration by many outstand- 
ing chieftains and some of them are eagerly looking forward 
to have a considerable number of such immigrants established 
$n their dominions. They would like foremost to get settled 
amongst them people of liberal professions, physicians 
engineers, technicians and of other callings useful to the 
development of the country. Even artisans, &s carpenters, 
joiners, tailors and shoemakers could in the larger centres 
find work and earn their livelihood. 


IT also discussed amply the problem of Jewish 
refugees with many of Falasha notables at a meeting held in 
Gondar about two weeks ago and their opinion in regard is 
completely in accord with that what lI already outlined to youe 
In or in the surroundings of the Falasha settlements a few 
hundred Jewish professional refugees could find shelter and 
employment, in a modest form at the beginning, but we must 
not think of big numbers and not of immigrants to be settled 
on land. tn Gondar and in some other cities of the country 
it would also be place for a small number of merchants and 
tradesmen, provided that the high-roads ®re repaired and kept 
4n order. For trades in Gondar and in the adjacent provinces 
it would be, of course, of utmost importance if the started 
motor-car road leading to Metemma-Galabat and Khartoum could 
be finished and opened for traffic between Abyssinia and the 
Sudan. The execution of this project is looked forward with 





much favour by the central and local authrities of ts 
the westenorthern provinces. 


Complying with Cole Uheesman's wish to make . 
some enquiries concerning the expropriation of the 
Ethiopians from their lands in Dabat, Woghera, made by 
the Italians, 1 got the following informations obtained 
from Vedjadj Negash Workeneh, sub-governor of that region. 
"The Italians", he declared, “have'not given any com- 
nensation to the Ethioplancultivators in Dabat for the 
land taken away from theme The owners have returned 
to their land at present”. 


With high esteem I am, Excellency, believe me. 
Yours truly, 


Sed. Je Faitlovitch. 
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BRITISH LECATION, 


: ADDIS ABABA. 


156/21/45. W " O71 OR fe May, 1943. 


. 


pe TP aay 


I enclose a Memorandum by Bethell suggest- 
ing that large-scale immigration of Jews into Ethiopia 
would be of great benefit to both parties and in 
particular the financial salvation of Ethiopia. 

Stafford thinks there is a good deal in it from the 
financial and economic aspects and would like it 
considered, though he is not concerned, of course, with 
the political aspects. Sandford's view, with which I 
agree, is that any scheme which involved the alienation 

of appreciable areas of land to foreigners would be most 
unlikely to meet with the Emperor's approval; while 

the suggestion that the settlers should take Ethiopian 
nationality in due course would probably produce friction 
in the future. 


THIN, IQAZ 


_ 


You have already seen in the correspondence 
ending with my letter No.156/18/43 of 22nd April the 
results of my conversations with the Emperor on the 
possibility of the accommodation of a limited number of 
Jewish refugees in Ethiopia, and of Dr. Faitlovitch's 
related conversationse The matter was also discussed 
at the recent meeting of the Middle East War Council 
when I stated that the-Emperor was quite willing to 
accept a small number of skilled or professional Jews, 
but definitely unwilling to sanction large-scale 
agricultural settlement by foreigners. Bethell's scheme, 
of course, even if only partially realised, is most 
attractive financially, and this would certainly weigh 
with the Emperor. On the other hand it contains the 
seeds of foreign intervention in the internal affairs of 
his country, and this would probably weigh with him even 


morée 
Cy 
Jeter to-e~ 


G. Mackereth Esq., C.M.G., M.C., 
Foreign Office, eae 


London ; 5 .Wele 





FIFTY MILLIONS. STERLING FOR ETHIOPIA. A suggestion which 
Gould work. | a 


= Palestine, to all intents, is closed to Zionist 
aspirations. Nowhere in the world has Jewry yet found a 
permanent home. The desire for it is still paramount with this 
ever more persecuted race. Arabia gave them a temporary refuge 
nearly two thousand years ago. Ethiopia has a still more 
ancient link with Israel and has for centuries provided a home 
for a tiny remnant of their scattered tribes. The time has 
come when Ethiopia should-once more open her gates and when the 
a Lion of the Tribe of Juda should offer hospitality and security 
5? to his exiled kinsmen. Such a gesture today would secure the 
OX \_ financial and commercial future of Ethiopia for al] time. 
A. a ) 
oN. Since the Ba'four declaration, Palestine has received 
A raw thousand Jewish immigrants and many millions of Jewish 
money, but it has proved disappointingly inadequate owing to the 
strong Arab opposition to Jewish agricultural competition in so 
small a countrye In many cases the Jewish settlers have been of 
the wrong type, and their land hunger, combined with their lack 
of suitable training, has created unnecessary and deepseated 
antagonisms. Ethiopia could learn from Palestine's mistakes 
could select her immigrants and has sufficient space to give them 
all the land they need. | 


Se Ethiopia has an area of 989,000 square kilometres to 

2 population of from 7/10 millions at most; say an average of 
seven to ten persons per square kilometre. It is one of the most 
thinly populated fertile countries inlthe world, with a people 
enfeebled by war and disease and doomed to early decay unless 
reinforced by new blood. What blood more suited to this trans- 
fusion than the vigorous streams of their legendary ancestors? 


4. if Ethiopia could be opened to Jewish settlement, 

good agricultural land could probably be sold from the beginning 
at an average of £500 a "gasha". After all this is only £5 an 
acre. ‘the country contains some 24 million gashas: 100,000 of 
these sold to Jewish immigrants would involve only 4% of the total 
land in the country and would produce some fifty million sterling 
in hard cash. lhe settlers thereby acquired, who should take 
Ethiopian nationality after a residence of five years, would 
immediately create new and steadily increasing revenue and would 
also provide the Imperial Government with all the occidental 
education and technical skill necessary to Ethiopia's survival as 
an independent and civilised state. They would also, by binding 
Ethiopia closer to Great Britain and the U.S.A. where Jewish 
wealth and influence is a power for good, provide Ethiopia with 

a permanent guarantee of her future place in the new world ordere 


De If there is any doubt that the Jews would come to 
Ethiopia, it should be remembered that this country has for them 
several advantages possessed by no other country in the world. 

It is a country which: 

a. needs the Jews as no other country has ever needed them: 

be. has an almost virgin soil, healthy climate and magnificent 
scenery. 

c. is within three days air travel of Palestine, their 
religious home: 

d. has untouched mineral resources which, as future citizens 
of this country, they would have their share in developing: 

e. has no indigenous professional, technical or manufacturing 
and practically no indigenous commercial population what- 
ever to grudge the Jew the fruits of his labours. 


6. To encourage the earliest possible settlement, the 
price at which the Government wou’d sell land to Jewish immigrants 
could be increased by, say, 8% every year. 


The above is a hing elgg eto of a Paid oe wich is 


Te 
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ae 


objections are of a political nature and these, when weighed € 
against the overwhelming advantages, are negligible. If any- 

one should think in this connection of the serious troubles which 
Great Britain has created for herself in Palestine, let Lc.. Oe 
remembered that the Arabs were never consulted over the Balfour 
declaration and that the Jews are no guests of ,theirs. In. the 
Yemen, where the status of the Jew is that of a guest, the Jews 
are peaceful and useful people, .living in complete harmony 

with their Arab neighbourse 


Sed. A.D. Bethell. 


Commercial Adviser. 


Addis Ababa. 
24th March, 1945.6 
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districts inhabited by them, confessionally os professionally, and, az 
far as possible, to introduce asong them, in pace with heir standard 
life, the modern systen of hygiene and sanitation, If sone Jewieh 
physicians could be induced and helped to settle in Abyssinia among the 
Salasha population it would be of immense aid to the salvation of the 
Abyssinian Jews. It would also be of valuable assistance to improve 
health conditions in Abyssinia in general, what the country is in awtul 
need of, the Emperor and the Ethiopian Goverment will naturally highly 
appreciate such an action fran the part of Jewry. This would be a 
honourable ereait to the Jewish name and «a big sontribution to the preserm 
vation and regeneration of the Falashas. They are at present, more than 
ever, in great need of their corelig) onists assistance, they have to be 
spiritually succoured, lest they are cunting the danger to be assimilated 
by their surroundings, now that Abyssinia is reorganised 2m & ney : 
systema, nobody knows yet where it will lead, and there is a trend of 
strong axpiration for political and religious cational unity among the 
leading younger generation, the vouth at present on the head of the 
aduinistxration of the country. but not withstanding oll, f am convinced 
that the Palesha communities with the aid of the Jews abrosd will be 
able to develop wholesonely and progress under the liberal rule of the 
present Emperor Halla-Selassie 1, Onee risen to a higher level of 
Jewieh and general ‘culture the Abyssinian Jews will be inteliectually 

in position to madimtain, defend and transplant conscientiously their 
identity. i don't think that there is any fear of réeligiows inlolersnce 
in Ethiopis in the next future. 


Abyssinia could also be nowadays, I believe, if syetematically and 
efficiently organised ami taken care of, a shelter place for a selected 
nusbex of Jewish refugecs fron the countries ruled by the Nazi-fascists 
powers. i was, in fact, requested sume time ago by its British Majesty's 
Legation at Ad@is-Abeba to opinion in regard and iniueed to confer with 
the Eewperor Haila=Selassie about this problea Tt had theveon in the 
antter several conferences with His luperial Majesty, lic is deeply 
interested in the question and views it indeed with wauoh sympathy. From 
the here enclosed copy of a letter I addressed from here two weeks ago 
to His British Majesty's Minister at AGile-Abens you may see how important 


and actual this question is for Abyssinia and for the persecuted Jews 


fron Central Europe. The settlement of Suropean refugecs in Abyssinia is 
taken in serious consideration by a great maaber of poopie and mary 
outstanding personalities of the Sthiopian Govermment are amcLlously 
Looking forward for it. ‘the Gmperor has aiready eongented to have about 
two thousand Greek refugees settled in the country ona arrangements are 
now nade to have them come to Abyssinia, © oncerning the Jewish refugees 
no decision has yet been taken, the matter is atill pending and awaiting 
further Giscussion between the british Legation and the a thiopian 
Govermmente The Legation is, of coursed, negotiating tae problem by 
instruction from the Foreign Office at Lenton, which, probably, is 


/acting 





€ 


Qos for and on behalf of some Jewish Societies interested in the 
matter. Should you, Mr. Goodman, have some intelligence in regard and 
would like to investigate more the problem, particularly in commection 
with the Palasha question, I would only be gbad to answer you on further 


asked inquiries. You can count upon me and address me all correspondence 
to Addis-Abeba, Ethiopia. 


I am handing over this letter to Mr. Covsiand of the British Ministry 
of Information here in Asmara, who courteously will forward it to you. 


Please acknowledge me receipt of the same and accept my thanks for it in 
anticipation. 


With high consideration I beg to remain, believe me, dear Mir, Goodman, 


Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) Dr.J. Faitlovitch. 





OoPY 


Dre Jacques Faitlovitch 
TCE» 
Asmara, Srythrea, 
~ April léth, 1945 
His Excelie ney ReGe Howe, 
His British Majesty's Minister, 
Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia. 


Excellency: 


In accordance with Col. Cheesman's suggestion I have the pleasure, now 
that I am back here from my excursions to the center of the Falasha 
localities, to supplement the point of view given you previously with the 
following statement, information gathered during my voyage in the interior 
of Abyssinia. 


The question of settling refueees in some center places of the provinces 
in the interior of the comtry is taken in serious consideration by many 
outstanding chieftains and some of them are eagerly looking forward to have 
a considerable number of such immigrants established in their dominions. 

They would like foremost to get settled amongst them people of liberal 
professions, physicians, engineers, technicians and of other callings useful 
to the development of the country. iven artisans, as carpenters, joiners, 
tailors and shoemakers could in the larcer centers find work and earn their 
livelihoode 


I also discussed amply the problem of Jewish refugees with many of 
Felasha notables at a meeting held in Gondar about two weeks ago and their 
opinion in regard is completely in accord with that what I already outlined 
to YOUs In or in the surrowmdincs of the FPalasha setticments a few hundred 
Jewish professional refugees could find shelter and eaployment, in a modest 
form at the beginning, but we must not think of big numbers and not of 
immigrants to be settled on land. In Gondar and in some other cities of the 
country it would also be place for a small number of merchants and tradesmen, 
provided that the high-roads are repaired and kept in order. For trades in 
Gondar and in the adjacent provinces it would be, of course, of utmost 
importance if the started motor-car road leading to Metemma-Galabat and 
Khartown could be finished and opened for traffic between Abyssinia and the 
Sudane The execution of this project is looked forward with much favour by 
the central and local authorities of the west-northern provinces. 


With high esteem I am, Bxcellency, believe me, 


Yours truly, 


(Signed) Dre Je Faitlovitch 
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


[This Document is the Property of His Britannic Majesty’s Government, and should be 


kept under Lock and Key. | 
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FROM FORBIGN OFFICE TO ADDIS ABABA. 
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September 12th, 1943, 


Your telegram No, 723 {of September 10th: Settlement 
of Jews in Ethiopia]. 
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ut may be incorrect, 











File Number :— 


GENERAL 


> 4m 





ocer 


SFP 1943 


, 
. 
ele ~ SO NG RT mm > Yn A lly PR LAE Os i tt ee 


ET TT A BP LS ETO BGT al 
wo = ~~~ 
ee al 


ae Accomodation for Greek refugees in Ethiopia. 
Cag Se a Defers to Foreign Officé telegram No.426 of 
Number {W 13227/25/48 | ,04n september (W 12921/25/48). Repeats Addis Ababa 
TELEGRAM FROM telegram No.192 to Minister of State. Greek Consul- 
Mr. Howe(Addis Ababa) General states that only accommodation available for 
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made verbally by young Duke of Herrar. This does not 
Dated 45th Sept: 1943 bind Ethiopian Government in any way. There are 
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